
 



 

Who is Ahmad Mesleh? 

Personal Information: 
Name: Ahmad Abdull Hafeeth Mesleh 

Date of Birth: July, 23 , 1985 

Place of Birth: Amman ï Jordan 

Nationality : Palestinian 

Gender: Male 

Hobbies : Photography, writing, design-

ing, playing games, traveling around the 

world. 

Childhood: (1985-1998) 

I am one of seven children, with two sisters and four brothers. My 

parents were teachers, who for more than 25 years lived and worked 

outside of our homeland of Palestine. 

 

The first 13 years of my life were spent in Saudia Arabia, living and 

growing up far from my home. My life there was active and full 

with a feeling of normalcy, but still I felt like a stranger among peo-

ple with very different culture and customs. 

 

Over the years I watched the struggle of the Palestinian people on tv 

from thousands of miles away - far from my home and the holy land. 

My love and yearning for the homeland, the land of my hero's grew. 

In my mind I was always asking myself ñwhen can I return home 

and join the struggle, the fight for the freedom of Palestine?ò 

     Page 1     www.eyeonpalestine.net                           Ahmad Mesleh 



 

Return to Home land: (1999-2010): 

 

In 1999 my dream was realized when I returned home to the West Bank, and the 

lovely town of Ni'lin. 

 

Once home I continued my education, attending the Ni'lin Secondary School, begin-

ning in the 8th grade. The most difficult challenge for me at this time was learning the 

English language. With a lot of hard work I met this challenge, learning English by 

reading books and talking to people from outside of Palestine who spoke English. 

As a youth I began volunteering with the Palestinian Medical Relief Communities 

(PMRC) . I attended many classes and workshops to gain the knowledge, skills, and 

understanding needed to be a good leader. This experience increased my desire and 

commitment to helping my people. 

 

 

Later, when the second Intifada began it was like a dream come true. Instead of 

watching the struggle of the Palestinian people on tv far from home, as I had as a 

child, I was there on the ground as an active part of the struggle against the occupa-

tion of our lands. I joined the fight for the rights, life and dignity of my people. 

During the Intifada I matured and gained a lot of inner strength. I finished my secon-

dary school education in Scientific Studies and at the age of 16 was then managing 

three summer camps. 

 

 

¶ In October of 2003 I began studies at An-Najah National University, majoring in 

Computer Sciences. The four years of studies at the university were difficult and 

challenging. During this time I lost two members of my family in Balata Camp, 

an uncle and a cousin on my mothers side. Balata Camp is the largest refugee 

camp in the West Bank, located near Nablus City. It is very densely populated 

with somewhere between 16,000 ï 25,000 thousand people a living within one 

square Kilometer. The conditions in the camp are very bad with over-crowding, 

poverty, and raids  by the Israeli occupying forces.  

 

The loss of family members, those close to your heart, as a result of the occupation 

was the first real shock for me on a personal level. It was a life changing event & it 

made me stronger and even more committed to the fight against the occupation. 
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¶ In 2007 I finished my studies at the university and five months later 

went to work for International Technical Advisory Services and Solu-

tions ( ITASSCO). I worked there for about 16 months as a Project 

Manager, Website Administrator, Graphic designer and Technical Ana-

lyst. I left the company after my contract expired. 

¶  I worked for Jaffa.net - Ramallah as a Project Manager and Technical 

Analyst, leaving after three months to dedicate myself to Photography 

and the development of my skills in this field. 

 

 

The Struggles: 

 
I live in Ni'lin, one of the Palestinian towns that suffers as a result of the 

Apartheid Wall.  The struggles in Ni'lin began on May 17, 2008.  Five peo-

ple were shot and many others injured during a demonstration. I have been 

involved in the struggle from the beginning. Our life has been made even 

more difficult because of the ugly wall, with the loss of more land and being 

cut off, isolated from friends and family. 

 

The shape of the struggle changed for me as I moved from talking about it to 

actually getting involved. I joined the Red Crescent, working with the medi-

cal team in the field during demonstrations, giving aid and protection to 

those who had been shot or injured. Though I may face being shot or injured 

myself, I feel it is my duty to be there for my people, to serve their needs 

and to defend our lands 
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Working with the Youth:  

 

The youth make up the majority in Palestinian society, but have had little 

voice in what happens around them. They have many needs and a lot of 

ideas and energy but no where for those needs to be met. My cousin, a 

friend and I decided to create a youth organization for boys and girls. We 

established the Ni'lin Youth Center. My role is as the Project Manager and 

as the Spokesperson to the outside world.  

I manage activities such as volunteering, activist training, and cultural 

events. I also prepare media releases, reports on the youth center and 

events around our town. I speak to the outside organizations that visit 

Ni'lin as well as the many international organizations that we are working 

with outside of Palestine. 
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Photography: 

 

I began working in photography in Au-

gust of 2009 after receiving a digital 

camera from a friend in Canada.  I be-

gan by covering the the activities of 

the Red Crescent during demonstra-

tions protesting the Wall in Ni'lin. Over 

time my skills developed and my 

photo's improved. I eventually recog-

nized that I had reached the limits of 

my camera's capabilities and knew  

that I would need a professional cam-

era to  further improve the quality of 

my work as well as my skills. 

 

 

 

During my work as a human rights ac-

tivist as well as as a volunteer for dif-

ferent organizations, I was able to bor-

row a Nikon camera, using it to im-

prove my work, producing profes-

sional quality photo's. I have had no 

formal training and am completely self 

taught, learning how to use the camera 

settings from reading books and then 

putting it into practice in the field. 
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Taking photo's is one of the things I love to do most. I am very happy when 

I am shooting pictures. It is a feeling of being able to speak through images. 

Your work reaches the place where every image tells a story which is under-

stood by the viewer without the use of words of explanation. This is not easy 

to do and many photographers forget this, losing the ability to be creative. It 

becomes merely a job to them. For me, above all, it is about doing what I 

love, not just a means of making a living. The range of my photos encom-

passes both the struggles of the Palestinian people as well the beauty of the 

landscape, the wildlife, the smiles of the children and events around our 

town. 

 

My creativity, my art , begins with taking the picture and continues as I edit 

for color and effect creating an image that speaks to people and touches on 

their emotions. 

 

My skills as a photographer allow me to take any photo's whether fixed or 

action. My ambition is to work as photographer at one of the big news agen-

cies and to travel around the world to show my art. I would like to have 

photo exhibitions to show the world what is going on in Palestine and to be 

the eyes of truth, to let the world outside live it as if they are here in Pales-

tine. 

I face many difficulties towards reaching my goals in photography: 

- I do not have my own cameras or the equipment for doing more profes-

sional work. 

- I do not belong to any agencies, but rather work as a freelancer without 

any formal journalist or photographer ID's. 

- I do not have the necessary dress which protects my body if shot at. I 

have already been injured twice before during the demonstrations 

against the Israeli Apartheid Wall. 
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Training Courses  

  PITA                                                   March 2008 

Advanced Training Course in web design, accounting, marketing, busi-
ness communication 
And Financial Analysis. 
  
Amra Microsoft Certified Center ,  September 2006 ï May 2007 

 C Sharp .NET course 2.o Frame work desktop application. 
  
Be Ready for the Job                    June 2008- July 2007 

Career unit in AN Najah University, 
Career building course for the development of skills and strategies to 
use in the workplace. 
  
Web design course in NIT.              March 2008 

Designing web pages using FrontPage and Dreamweaver and Photo-
shop. 
  
Broadcast Information by PRCS             July 2009 

Training Course in communication with people and how to broadcast 
information.  
  
Management of crises and disasters by PRCS     August 2009 

Training Course for four days in dealing  with crises and disasters 
when it happens and how respond and assist people. 
  

Volunteering  

- Providing media with news reports about Ni'lin in both English and Arabic. 

- Guest Lecturer Palestine after 60 Years in Oslo ï Norway, November 

2008. 

- Volunteer in Medical Relief Community for more than 4 years 1999-2003. 

- Responsible for supervision of three summer camps with UNSCO and 

UPMRC 2000-20003 

- Discussion leader for summer youth conference about youth and their role 

in building the Palestinian community, UPMRC 2003. 

- Participant in Conference Life and Human Communication and Leadership 

Skills at Youth Training Center, Ramallah 1999. 

     Page 7     www.eyeonpalestine.net                           Ahmad Mesleh 


